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Yet again, we found ourselves overwhelmed by the tide of fresh submissions. Our 

magazine continues to grow, and we were astonished anew by waves of undiscovered 

talent, seasoned writers, and support from contributors. This issue had no formal theme, 

yet patterns of thought can be found throughout. We received various works that deal with 

transformation, specifically transformation of the personal kind, the literal and 

metaphorical changing of one’s skin. We acquired stories that deal with the transformation 

of society, of the beginnings and endings of things as we understand them. Above all, there 

is movement, wistfulness, and the aching inside ourselves for the magic lost from our every 

day. I hope you will enjoy these stories and find comfort in them as another summer winds 

to its conclusion. 

G. E. Butler, Chief Editor of The Fantastic Other 

 

About the Cover Art 

The sketch on the cover was drawn and submitted by Irina Novikova (she/her). Irina Tall 

(Novikova) is an artist, graphic artist, and illustrator. She graduated from the State 

Academy of Slavic Cultures with a degree in art, and also has a bachelor's degree in design. 

Her first personal exhibition "My soul is like a wild hawk" (2002) was held in the museum 

of Maxim Bagdanovich. In 2020, she took part in Poznań Art Week. You can follow her on 

Instagram via the handles @Irina1187Novikova11 and @Ирина. 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

A Collection of Innocent Things 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Aggie Novak (she/they) lives with her wife by the beach in Australia, where she spends 

most of her time hiding from the sun and heat. She writes around studying for her 

pharmacy degree and entertaining her three dogs. She loves all kinds of speculative fiction 

and often draws inspiration from Slavic folklore and mythology. When not writing, she can 

be found drinking tea and reading everything in sight. You can follow her on Twitter via 

the handle @AggieNovak. 

  



 

 

 

Empty Skin-Suit 

I want to wear it like a boy  

— thing  

how the cowboys called it—  

all sharp jaw and crooked smile.   

I want to wear my woman-skin  

like a green pickup  

on the backroads;  

top down and dustup.  

I want to see Girl written in the rearview,  all pearls and pink  

stepstool on the driver’s-side  

I want her nihilism like dice  

—dangling  

I want her beat-bruised smile,   

Sundress sweeping up ashes   

of someone’s cigarette.  

When the road curves back,  

I want to settle for the blur of me,  

peel out from this skin suit  

 Until it leaves me bare, skull grinning I want to hear my soul on the 
radio,  

 Set it on fire and leave it  

 burning on the dashboard. 



 

 



 

 

“Apex of the Sun’s Way” 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The Witch at Kholat Syakhl 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

An Opened Door, a Haunting Rain 



 

 

https://infomancy.net/


 

 

 

 

Pour Me the Sky, A’right? 



 

 



 

 

https://arfrederiksen.com/


 

 

Blessings of a New Moon 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

And the Beast 



 

 

 

https://clholland.weebly.com/
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Forbidden Soup 



 

 



 

 



 

 

https://lyrameurer.blogspot.com/


 

 

 

Thank you for reading and making this fantastic dream possible! 


